®Notes For SLCC Zoom Meeting 9-16-2025

®Hosted by Kevin

elIn Attendance, Kevin, Robbie, Don, John, Ron, and Scott

®Meeting summary

® Quick recap

®The meeting began with discussions about new club members and updates on various personal
projects, including computer hardware and gaming equipment. John shared his experiences at a
recent vintage computer show and demonstrated successful connections of vintage computers to
modern networks, while the group discussed preservation efforts for rare software and hardware.
The conversation concluded with discussions about retail closures, including Fry's Electronics and
Orchard Supply Hardware, along with personal updates about vehicles and home improvement
projects.

®Next steps

®Kevin: Send an invitation email to Mondo Tiki about joining the club

®Robbie: Send Kevin an email with Mondo Tiki's contact information

@ John: Dump the Sears tapes to WAV or AIFF format and send to John Hardy for preservation
@ John: Finish unpacking his car from VCF Midwest

®Bob: Search for the Pool 400 box or complete item

®Robbie: Show everyone the pictures of the cleaned-up monitor

e Summary

® Club Updates and New Member

®Robbie and Kevin discussed a possible new member named Mondotiki, who is interested in
joining the club. Robbie agreed to send an email with Mondo’s contact information to Kevin. Scott
shared his experience attending a fighter practice in Dallas and mentioned he had picked up 14
loads of free mushroom compost. The group also welcomed Ron, Bob, and Don to the meeting.

® Atari 50th VCF Midwest Show

@ John attended VCF Midwest, where he exhibited Atari memorabilia marking 50 years since Atari's
first Sears advertisement. The show, held in a 64,000 square foot space, featured hundreds of
tables and 230 exhibitors, including FujiNet, Noah Burney, and the Wisconsin Computer Club. John
noted that Vintage Computer Federation is promoting their first-ever event in Montreal in January,



alongside other shows like Midwest Gaming Classics and Indy Classic. While there were no major
announcements at the event, John mentioned that FujiNet continues to port games to new
platforms.

® Event Booth Setup and Challenges

@John shared his experience of setting up and tearing down his booth at a recent event, which took
him 3 hours due to limited cart availability during teardown. He discussed using a fold-up hand dolly
to make the process easier and showed photos of his setup, including a rare Atari MSX show flyer
from 1992. John also demonstrated how he used an 830 and 1030 computer setup, which worked
well despite ambient noise issues, and successfully connected his father's 800 computer to the
internet for the first time in 35 years.

® Vintage Computer Preservation Discussion

@John and Kevin discussed various vintage computers and gaming equipment, including Atari
systems, MSXs, and modems. John shared that he had preserved some rare Sears tapes by
converting them to floppy disks and then to ATR format, with John Hardy planning to upload the
code for lost games like Bingo Duel and Target Chase. They also talked about the need to dump
and preserve these tapes further to prevent loss of data.

® John's Show Performance and Updates

®The group discussed John's recent recovery and his participation in a show, where he placed
16th in lllinois and 20th overall. Bob shared his search for a Pool 400 box and mentioned a high-
speed pool cartridge game that used advanced calculations. Bob also mentioned mowing his lawn
and his ongoing search for someone to help clean it up. The conversation concluded with Ron
noting that he hadn't done much Atari-related activity that week.

® 3D Printer Purchase Dilemma

®Ron discussed his dilemma between purchasing a new 3D printer, the Snapmaker U1 with four
hot ends for multicolor printing, or a large format printer with a 500x500x500mm build volume. He
noted the advantages of the Snapmaker, such as reduced filament waste and a slightly larger build
volume than his current printer, but expressed concerns about space and the high energy
consumption of large printers. Kevin suggested Ron could sell his current printer, but he decided
not to rush the decision. Meanwhile, Kevin shared his experience troubleshooting an Atari 800,
where he discovered the need to use the shift and caps lock keys to switch between uppercase and
lowercase text, which had been causing confusion.

® Vintage Tech from Hoarder's House

®Robbie shared pictures of an Apple monitor and numerous PC floppy disks from the 1980s and
1990s, which he plans to donate to Savers in Dublin, if nobody wants them.

® BMW Car Issues and Compensation

®Kevin discussed his new BMW car, which has been at the dealership for several months due to
various issues including scratched windows and a buzzing wheel at freeway speeds. He revealed
that BMW is covering his lease payments during this time, and he suspects the glass scratches
occurred both at the factory and while at the dealership.



® Fry's Electronics: Store Updates

e®Kevin shared experiences about his interactions with Fry's Electronics, including a recent refund
situation where he mentioned having Google vice presidents as contacts. They discussed Fry's
business practices, including reselling customer returns as new and selling unusual products like
perfume. The group also talked about various Fry's store locations and their current status, with
Kevin noting that the Fremont store's building is still vacant while other locations have been
repurposed.

® Fry's Electronics: A Retail Failure

®The group discussed the demise of Fry's Electronics, with Kevin explaining that the company had
multiple separate entities and was creatively structured to keep assets out of reach of creditors.
They explored how Fry's could have potentially survived by embracing online retail earlier, similar to
how Best Buy and Micro Center have succeeded, but noted that inertia and resistance to change
prevented them from adapting. The discussion concluded with concerns about the treatment of
employees and customers during the company's liquidation, where stores were closed abruptly
without notice and customers with warranties or items in repair were left without resolution.

® Hardware Price Increases and Theft

@ The group discussed the closure of Orchard Supply Hardware and the subsequent price
increases on electrical materials, with Scott sharing his experience of purchasing Romex wire in
2013 for $2,000 that would now cost $2,240. They noted that while some items like spray paint
were not locked up, longer extension cords were restricted in California stores, possibly due to theft
concerns. The conversation ended with Kevin announcing plans to discuss "the little feetsies" in the
next meeting, referring to work being done with 800s and the feet project.
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