
●Notes For SLCC In-Person and Zoom Meeting Sept. 

2nd, 2025

●In Attendance For The In-Person Meeting, Kevin, Robbie, and Ron

●In Attendance For The Zoom Meeting, Kevin, Robbie, Ron, Bob, John, Scott, 

Richard, Don, And Michael S.

●Meeting summary

●Quick recap
●The group discussed various technical topics including Bob's solar power system for his barn and 

its capabilities to run different devices. They explored monitor display options and video formats, 

with Bob planning to bring an analog Super Video monitor to future shows. The conversation 

covered several other subjects including the Starship launch, home automation projects, package 

delivery experiences, and Atari gaming accessories, before concluding with a guessing game and 

discussions about paving patterns and cuckoo clocks.

●Next steps
●Bob: Bring the big analog Super video monitors to the next meeting/show.

●Richard: Continue working on home automation dashboards for wall installation.

●Don: Receive and test the $15 joystick ordered for PC compatibility.

●Summary

● Barn Solar Power System Discussion

●Bob discussed his power situation in the barn, explaining that his solar panel system takes 2 days 

to charge but provides enough power for several hours of use. He mentioned that each light in the 

barn is controllable separately, which makes it easier to work in the space. Bob also noted that he 

can plug in his 1050W device and run it with the electricity, though he mentioned there is a slight 

amount of noise in the sine wave generator. The group discussed the possibility of hooking up a 

computer, disk drive, and monitor to the power system, with Bob confirming it would work but 

expressing doubt about running high-draw devices like a drill press.

● Analog Video Display Aesthetics Discussion

●Bob and Kevin discussed video display quality on different monitor types, with Bob expressing 

concerns about square pixels and sharpness on CRT displays. Kevin shared a video of someone 

using a Sofia GTA replacement chip with an 800XL that outputted a DVI signal to an LCD monitor, 



which looked too sharp and blocky for their liking. They agreed that while modern displays can 

show sharp images, the older analog Super Video format provides a more desirable fuzzy edge 

effect, particularly on larger CRT monitors. Bob concluded he would bring a large analog Super 

Video monitor to future shows for demonstrations.

● Starship Launch and Testing Updates

●The group discussed the recent Starship launch, where Scott explained that the flight tested 

experiments including simulating engine failures and landing near a target in the Indian Ocean. 

They noted that the team is planning to attempt catching the ship on flights 13-15, though this 

timing might be influenced by the need for a second launch tower or verifying additional ship 

functionality. Scott also mentioned that the team has one more Block 2 ship to test before moving to 

version 3, which will use Raptor 3 engines that are not currently compatible with the existing design.

● Home Automation Dashboard Project

●Richard discussed his work on home automation, focusing on creating dashboards for multiple 

tablets around his home. He explained that while he initially considered using Amazon Fire tablets, 

they were too slow for his needs, so he opted for Google tablets that can be docked. Richard 

mentioned that Google has discontinued these tablets, but they are currently available on 

clearance.

● Package Delivery and Car Break-Ins

●The group discussed experiences with package deliveries and car break-ins. Richard shared that 

Amazon drivers frequently visit his home, and he has a video doorbell to monitor who is at the front 

door. Bob recounted a past experience where his car window was broken in San Francisco, but the 

thief only took an AM radio. Richard also described seeing multiple cars with broken windows at a 

BART station in Dublin. The conversation concluded with Scott mentioning that he had left a spool 

of copper wire in his car, noting that it might deter potential thieves due to the risk of being shot.

● Homelessness and Security Discussions

●The group discussed various topics, including the availability of Romex wire at Costco and the 

need for power to run Atari systems. Michael shared his experiences with car thefts in San 

Francisco and Santa Cruz, highlighting security challenges in the area. The conversation then 

shifted to discussions about homelessness in different cities, with participants sharing anecdotes 

and observations about how homelessness is managed in their respective locations.

● Atari Gaming Accessories Discussion

●The group discussed Atari gaming accessories, with Don and Richard both ordering $15 wireless 

joysticks and controllers for their PCs, while Kevin shared details about a smaller, more efficient 

power supply for an XL machine. John exhibited an Atari VCS joystick and controller at VCF 

Midwest, where 236 vendors are expected to attend. Kevin mentioned working on an Amiga 3000 

that needs repair, and Scott inquired about the effectiveness of different feet for the 800 model, 

which Kevin confirmed he would test.



● Machine Feet and Garden Updates

●The group discussed issues with rubber feet on machines, noting that some had become hard 

and brittle over time. Kevin planned to test different feet and order new ones, potentially facing 

tariffs. They also talked about a good tomato crop and a monitor stand that Ron brought. Scott 

mentioned that their garden expanders didn't do well this year and they would keep them on the 

patio next year. The conversation then shifted to Atari games and a trackball controller. Kevin 

offered to raffle off a monitor stand to online participants, but they decided against collecting money 

online due to legal concerns.

● Monitor Stand Guessing Game Winner

●The group played a random number guessing game where participants picked numbers between 

1 and 50. Bob was the closest to the winning number 6 and was selected as the winner of a monitor 

stand. Kevin agreed to send the monitor stand to Bob once he provided his address.

● Driveway Pavers and Cuckoo Clocks

●Scott discussed rearranging his paving pavers in a pattern of light and dark along his driveway, 

inspired by pole position, and considered adding painted lines to create a speed bump effect. Kevin 

shared a story about actors tripping over painted lines on stage, and the group discussed various 

cuckoo clocks and their features. The conversation concluded with a brief discussion about the cast 

of Gilligan's Island, revealing that only Tina Louise (Ginger) is still alive among the original cast 

members.
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