® Notes For SLCC Zoom Meeting 6-24-2025
®Hosted by Kevin

®In Attendance, Kevin, Robbie, Don, Scott, Mariano, Richard, Rodrigo, and Bob

®Quick recap

® The group discussed various personal updates and technical repairs, including
computer hardware issues, keyboard restorations, and workspace setups. They shared
experiences with vintage technology, including retro gaming systems and classic
computers, while also addressing technical challenges like compatibility issues and
component replacements. The conversation ended with event planning discussions
for an upcoming Vintage Computer Festival, including logistics for equipment and
component needs.

®Next steps

®Kevin: Prepare for Vintage Computer Festival West setup on Friday, August 1st at the

Computer History Museum

@ Scott: Complete the video upgrade and fix the broken wire on the memory upgrade of his

computer
®Kevin: Continue working on keyboard repairs for the 1450 XLD for the upcoming VCF show

@ Scott: Test if the Atari 800 boots without the RAM upgrade before proceeding with repairs
@ Scott: Replace the broken resistor in the Atari 800 and test if the RAM upgrade works
@Kevin: Test primer coating on keyboard spring to prevent rusting

@ Scott: Add shrink tube or heat-set twist to cable connections on Atari 800 XL repair

@ Scott: Purchase number 6 screws with pan heads for the Atari 800 XL case assembly

®Richard: Set up the clear prison TV with his clear Apple computer display setup

®Kevin: Bring an extra 6-foot table to the Vintage Computer Festival West for additional
display space

@ Scott: Move workbench from garage to workshop
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® Personal Updates and Tech Discussions

® The group discussed various personal updates, including Mariano's recent eye
surgery and Scott's ongoing work on a computer upgrade involving a memory
upgrade and a burnt resistor. Scott mentioned he would need to replace a
broken wire and attach a 2-pin connector, and the others offered advice on the
process. The conversation briefly touched on the heat wave affecting the East
Coast and the different weather experiences in various locations.
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® XL Keyboard Repair Progress Update

Kevin shared his progress on repairing two XL keyboards, including one from
the 1450 series with a "SALT" note and unique wire connections for testing
computers. He successfully cleaned and repaired both keyboards, noting
differences in key texture between models and suggesting one might be a
prototype. Kevin also described fixing a cracked plastic part using a specialized
glue from a plastics expert in Pleasanton, at TAP Plastics, who mentioned
moving his shop to Fremont. Scott briefly joined to show his soldering setup in
his Texas loft, though he had to move due to poor camera range and lighting.

® Cable Lengthening and Component Restoration

Kevin and Bob discussed the need to lengthen certain cables, with Bob
suggesting they would need to crimp connectors onto them. Kevin mentioned
he needed specific cables for a project, including some with LEDs that he
planned to modify. The group also talked about Kevin's work on restoring and
labeling chips on a motherboard, noting that two unlabeled chips at the
bottom were particularly challenging to identify. Scott returned to the meeting
after dealing with computer issues, and Richard mentioned a big Bambu Lab
sale. The conversation concluded with Kevin expressing difficulty in designing a
front bezel for a project, with Richard suggesting he could use a 3D scanner to
help with the process.

® Texas Workshop Tour Overview

Scott gave a tour of his Texas workshop, which he moved from Fremont,
showcasing his tools, workspace, and his wife's craft studio. He expressed
regret about not making the shop larger, as he has run out of space despite
calculating the size based on his previous setup. The shop is 1,500 square feet,
while his wife's craft studio is 600 square feet, and he mentioned the possibility
of adding on but noted that electrical work is already complete.

® Air Compressor and Rust Prevention

Scott discussed his setup for an air compressor, explaining that it operates on
separate circuits and phases, allowing him to use two heavy-duty items
simultaneously without tripping a circuit. He also mentioned bringing some
trees inside when temperatures drop below 40 degrees Fahrenheit. The group
briefly discussed a failed static test of the Starship spacecraft. Kevin sought
advice on preventing rust on a spring used in a keyboard, with suggestions
including using primer, nail polish, or electrolysis. Scott recommended using a
thin coat of lacquer for the spring.

® Job Search and Retro Tech

Mariano discussed his job search challenges after quitting his previous position
and managing his work with limited screen time due to an eye injury. He



explored using Al tools for coding and interview preparation, finding them
useful for basic tasks but noting some limitations. Rodrigo shared his
excitement about setting up an Atari system and retro technology setup,
including a 1980s calculator watch, while Mariano and others reminisced about
vintage technology and shared cultural references. The conversation
concluded with a light-hearted exchange about retro gadgets and shared
memories of the 1980s.

® Hardware Compatibility and Performance Issues

® Kevin shared his experience building a new computer with high-end
components, which initially performed poorly due to a compatibility issue with
a 25-year-old multi-card reader. After identifying and removing the
problematic device, his computer now operates at optimal speed. The group
discussed USB limitations and compatibility challenges with modern hardware,
with Mariano mentioning similar issues with his own system.

® Clear Apple Ile Monitor Showcase

® Richard showed off his new clear Apple lle and matching clear monitor, which
he found on eBay. He explained that the monitor is a "Prison TV" and was used
in a prison, as evidenced by engraved initials on the remote. Rodrigo shared
that he has a clear Apple monitor in storage, which he fixed and polished. The
group discussed the challenges of disassembling the Apple lle case, with
Rodrigo noting that it's like doing Origami in reverse. Richard plans to set up
his new monitor on a desk to showcase it.

® Resistor Replacement and TV Output

® The group discussed resistor values and replacements for a repair project, with
Scott identifying a broken 33 ohm resistor and finding a suitable replacement
from his collection. They determined that number 6 screws (3/8" and 1/2") are
needed to assemble the case, and discussed whether to keep the RF shield and
modulator in the 800XL computer. The conversation concluded with a
discussion about NTSC video output, where Bob clarified that while some
800XLs can run through the RF modulator, newer TVs typically only support
ATSC.

® Vintage Computer Festival Planning

® The group discussed various personal matters, including Richard's daughter's
investigation and his decision to stay uninvolved. They also talked about the
upcoming Vintage Computer Festival West, scheduled for August 2-4 at the
Computer History Museum, with setup on Friday. Bob agreed to help by
sending a standard 1200 keyboard to Kevin, who needed one more for the
event.



® Event Logistics Planning Discussion
® Bob and Ken discussed logistics for an upcoming event, including the need for

various components like PCBs, stands, and keyboards. Bob confirmed he had
two stands and would bring them with him, while Ken planned to bring an
extra table for more space. They considered getting a lockable cabinet to store
equipment securely, though Ken needed to think it over. Bob agreed to send
the requested components soon so Kevin could test and prepare everything.
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