


Vice President's Message (continued from page 1)

Don’t forget our discounts ad 3E Software and the Software Centre,
both in Hayward.

finother Swap Meet is coming on Saturday, November Sth. It will take
place at the Santa Clara County Fair Grounds in San Jose. Yes, this
makes two in a row. It runs from about 10 am to & pm or so. This is
the original Swap meet that has been going on for 3 years or so and
always has fantastic bargains. It will probably cost $5 to get in.

AGENDA
Leandro Computer Club Meeting
Tuesday November 1, 1983

Introduction of officers
DAVE MAYNARD from Electronic Arts
Break for Refreshments
Floppy of the Month - % 3. Back issues
are now available

Tape Library — rental 5 per tape
General Discussions and @ & A

Mid month meetings

Software discussions

Close Meeting

CLUuUB OF F I ERS

President Bob Rarton
Vice—-President Rill George
Treasurer Nai Hsien Mac
Secretary Fhil Mitchell
COMMITTETE

Speakers Tom Bennett
Software Trey Pitruzzello
Tape Librarian Dan Chun
Newsletter Charlotte Fleming
Assy Language Frank Daniel
Rasic Nai Hsien Mao (temporary)

NOVEMBER - 1983 Floppy of the Month

Medieval Combat Strategy board game similar to Chess
and Stratego

Mathman Educational math game with a twist,
a wonderful game if you Complete your
math assignment.

Docgen Assists in documenting programs

Sth Dimension An detective adventure game

Supermenu A new version of an autoboot menu

Documentation for the above programs can be reviewed by
running the DOCGEN program.
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SAN LEANDRD COMPUTER CLUB
HINUTES OF REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 10/4/83

8:07 Heeting called to order by Vice-President Bil} Beorge. New wembers asked to introduce
theaselves and describe their systems

8:10 Introduction of Officers - explanation of club membership policy

8:15 Treasurers report given by Nai-Shen Mao disclosed total assets of $300 cash in the club
account, and aprox. 30 blank diskettes

8:20 Toe beanett introduces Bary Furr representing Data Soft Inc. Mr. Furr gave a candid and

interesting discussion on a wide range of subjects froa the last great days at Atari Inc. to the
condition of the software industry today,

Demonstrations of the following games were given: O'RILEY'S MINE, SANDS OF EGYPT, PODYAN, AND
MOOK SHUTTLE. These were then donated to the club library, along with copies of TEXT WIZARD,
TELE-TALK, COLOR PRINT, AND SHODTINE GALLERY. A deaonstration of Data Soft's new word processor
"LETTER WIZARD" was also given.

The following @ & A session revieled many interesting bits of news and gossip; Wateh for
future disks to contain Atari programs on one side and the exact same program for commodore on the
other, with Apple and IBM programs to be packaged the same way; Watch for new software lines
offering BOTH a disk AND a cassette in the same box, starting at less than $20. ( he donated one
); watch for a possible special discount on LETTER WIZARD offered to registered owners of TEXT
WIZARD ( it should come in the mail ).

2:30 Break-Floppy-of-the-month distributed

9:50 Disk Librarian Trey Pitruzzello describes this months Floppy offered for sale at the
seeting. Cassette Librarian Dan Chun announced the addition of 4 new programs to the tape
collection available for rent to the meabership.

10:00 Vice-President Bill Beorge entered a motion to the floor, that the club use money froam
it's Treasuary to purchase an Atari 800 computer (with the basic cartridge) if one could be found
tor less than $200.00. The motion was seconded, discussed by the membership and passed by more
than a 2/3 majority,

NINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD AT THE HONE OF BOB BARTON 10/19/83

SUBMITTED- A proposal to let 3E Software handle our rental library- Tenative prices are to be S
of the purchace price on gases and 151 on business programs. Replacement charges for damaged
returns will be witheld from deposit and limited to clubs replacement cost. Free rentals to be
given in exchange for software donations to the library., Mesbership cards must be shown at time
of rental. 3E Software to be Authorized to take new memberships. Complete explanation of final
plan to be published in monthly newsletter,----- ADOPTED.

SUBMITTED- TREY will make-up & special edition " BEST DF THE FLOPPIES ® to be given away free of
charge with any paid meabership obtained at the club booth during the upcosming swap meet in San
Mateo. Floppies could also be given away in exchange for $5.00 donations-----ADOPTED

SUBMITTED- BOB will follow-up on the matter of obtaining new aeabership cards, possibly centered
around Tom Bennetts new club logo and in two colors----- ADOPTED

SUBNITTED- The club should start selling copies of Analog magazine on floppy disk to club members
at the monthly meeting along with the floppy of the eonth, a copy of the magazine aust be shown
before the sale. Prices for the floppy of the month and Analog magazine to be: $3.00 if
Meabership card shown, $5.00 for non-aeabers----- ADOPTED

SUBMITTED- In the name of quality and exchange privleges the disk library will switch to exclusive
use of Elephant disks, With no increase in price, but Floppies of the month that are exchanged for
current ones must be the original disk, or no exchange is possible.~---- ADOPTED

SUBMITTED- Let the general meabership vote on the policy of giving free membership to club

officers while they serve in office,----~ ADOPTED
SPECIAL THANKS TO 0 OUT 70 KEN MORROW FOR KIS HELP IN OBTAINING AN BOO COMPUTER FOR THE CLUB.
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THE NEXT MEETING

By Tom Bennett

If you missed last month's meeting, you
missed some very interesting comments by Mr. Gary
Furr of Datasoft. As the meeting was coming to a
close, Mr. Furr was making some ominous statements
about the general health of ATARI and their hard-
ware business. Statements like there being a
guestion whether ATARI will be in the hardware
business much longer, and general comments to the
effect that an inept management is holding back
product development had the club very silent. He
was attacking the ATARI, making us all wonder if
we'll be seeing the promised new products, or
whether we will be receiving future support from
the many software companies should the hardware
line be dropped.

He is talking from an insider's viewpoint,
and perhaps a disasterous holiday season in 1983
will be the beginning of the end for ATARI. But
I think it will be difficult to put our computers
to bed with the many companies developing products
for ATARI computers. And there-are many machines
out there now supported by groups like the San
Leandro Computer Club that would continue to go
on with or without ATARI.

Gary was very generous to the club by
donating a number of programs to the club library.
They included copies of Text Wizard, Datasoft's
Basic Compiler, Pooyan, and others. I think this
type of generosity deserves acknowledgement and
our support of future products.

Due to a conflict in scheduling, the ATARI
User's Group Support team of Earl Rice and Marc
Cator had to cancel for November's meeting. But
Dave Maynard, the author of Worms?, has agreed tc
speak at our next meeting instead of December. And
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Marc Cator of ATARI has agreed (tentatively) to
speak at our December meeting.

Dave Maynard will introduce us to some of
the highly acclaimed products of Electronic Arts
like Dave's Worms?, Bill Budge's Pinball Con-
struction Set, Archon, and some previews of new
products of EA. I think you will be impressed
by the guality and the origirmality of the product
line. (Remember that the November meeting is the
first day of the month!)

ET CETERA: I wrote of a new "E" Rom for
the 810 disk drive in last month's newsletter,
and Gary Furr confirmed that he had heard of
such a chip. He thought that the "E" Rom was
a modification that allowed certain programs to
be easily copied. San Jose T.V., an ATARI sales
and service store, said that they thought it
allowed additional programs to be copied with
SuperDup. They felt they could get us the Roms,
but they felt the Happy Enhancement to be a much
better product. Should this be the true function
of the upgrade, I wouldn't expect ATARI to release
it. Gary added that he felt it would not be
released because the 810 has been discontinued
for the 1050 Disk Drive. "The 810 is dead", he
stated.

Nap Forte, a member of the SLCC, gave me a
call the other day and was interested in placing
an 800 keyboard on his 400. He got a bargain at
the Hayward Flea Market on an 800 keyboard, and
wondered if anyone in the club could give him a
hand in adding the keyboard. I looked up an
article that ran in an issue of the San Diego
ACE newsletter that described just how to do
such project. I have submitted the article to
our newsletter, and if it shouldn't get published,
let me know whether you would be interested in

such an article, and I'll make you a copy. The
keyboard will not fit on the 400 casin , but I've
seen some nice external keyboards similar. tg the
IBM PC concept running on ATARI 400's. Nat said
he has installed a 64K board in his 400, and
would be willing to help others on such a modifi-
cation.

This brings me to my final topic: the Hard-
ware SIG. I am sure that there are members of the
club with interests and perhaps expertice in
ATARI hardware. And I know there are club members
with CTIA's that would like a GTIA installed, and
those that have the "A" Rom that would like to
upgrade their 0S to a "B" Rom. (Type in the Basic
statement PRINT PEEK(58383), hit return, and if
the answer is 56, you have the old "A" Rom.)
Should you be interested in a Hardware SIG, or
would like some help from such a SIG, contact me

at the next meeting or call me at 276-4466- 1 am
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gnly a novice in hardware, but there are pecple
in the group that know the ATARI system, so why
not share your knowledge with other members of the
group?

BARGAIN: San Jose T.V.,(408) 723-2025, was
selling some rebuilt 400's for only $35.00. Great

price for someone who would like to tinker with a
machine!



REPRINTED FROM THE
SAN DIEGO ACE NEWSLETTER

ADD A 888 KEYBOARD TO YOUR 489
by Nestor Sanchez

Neabrane {KB) keyboards have their place but their
justifications are few. °Dasage from liquid spillage® is
upperaost in the priorities of a salesman’s pitch coupled
with ®its just like your microwave oven." Beyond that,
one nill have a difficult time producing positive facts in
its favor,

Psychologists state that a passive resistance touch is
preferable as one is more certain of the results -of motor
function than a touch that relies on an uncertain asount
of finger pressure. This reason for replacing the
seabrane keyboard is the most compelling of all and I aa
positive once you have tried both systeas you will also be
convinced. Additionally, your words per minute typing
speed increases markedly. Another great benefit of the
separate KB is that the cosputer itself can be placed out
af the way while the KB is used in a convenient area, desk
top, etc. This is accomplished with the use of an
umiblical cord ribbon connection at any length you prefer.
When attached, the KB will perfora all the functions of
the computer except for the power switch and attacheants.

HARDWARE REQUIRED

1 - Keyboard

1 - 25 conductor
equiv-$56,93)

1 - 25 pin connector (Radio Shack #276-1545 or equiv-$4.99)
1 - 25 pin socket ($276-1359)
1 - 25 pin connector

Electronics-approx $3.86 ea)

1 - 25 pin socket (Short stub type-Pro Am Electronics)

4 - Switches-push button, aminiature, mosentarily on, Pro
fa Electronics-$.49 ea.)

1 - Box (KB housing) $9.99 (Lee Wards Artist Brushbox) or
equiv., say be fabricated froa 1/8" plywood.

4 - Rubber feet pads-Ace hardware, $.28 each.

4 - Bolts/nuts - 3/4" #8 (KB attachment %o box)

4 - Seal]l screws & nuts (see connectors & box wall for
desired sizes).

1 - 1B pin attachaent (for KB furnished socket) froa Pro
Aa Electrinics.

cable {Radio Shack #278-641 or

{Short stub type-Pro fa

PROCEDURE
See figure for wire diagras.

1. Make memory board in computer accessable by resoving
any cartridges and resoving 4 screws froa bottoa of
cosputer. Use caution because keyboard and speaker becose
free. Keyboard and speaker can be reacved and reinstalled
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later and this is recoamended.

2. Choose an area to mount the short stub socket on the
inside wall of the computer case. (Note-the larger Radio
Shack connectors are desireable on the umbilical ribbon
but are not desireable in small areas.) An adaquate area

+ for installing the stub socket is under the speaker.

3. Cut a section of ribbon from the original (6 ft} piece
to extend from the board connection to the connector

" (approxisately 13 to 14 inches).

4. Solder one end to the board and opposite end to the
connector as shown in the diagraa.

3. Cut 12 inches of resaining ribbon for use in KB box
later.

4. Install the remaining large connectors
pin/socket) to the remaining ribbos.

7. The purchased box size is 14° x 35" outside and 3/4°
deep inside. Top = 14* x 5 x 3/8%. (Note: there are
other boxes commercially available in metal. Some have KB
cutouts.) Install KB by centering in box bottoa &
aounting with four bolts through box bottos, liring up
with the aounting holes in the board. Cutout cover to fit
key outline. A coping saw is suggested.

8. HMount short stub pin connector to backedge of box.

9. Solder 25 conductor cable on pin socket as follows:

a. Nount 4 switches on cover with caution for clearance
on underside.

b. Wire one side of each switch together for 2 cosmon
ground and connect to ground as well as pin 22, which is
the cosputer’s ground. o

¢. Wire other side of switch to connector as shown in
diagras.

16. Put cosputer back together and hook up cables., KB
should work normally. (]QF])

(Ed note: Any gquestions, cali Nestor at  -488-3329)
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